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From the President
Steve Kraguljac

Spring is just around the corner. Before we know it the warm sunny days will be upon us. Almost time to get out the gardening tools and enjoy the fresh air.
District 39 Peel Executive has been providing opportunities for members to connect via Zoom
for presentations and concerts. We will continue providing you our members with more of the
same. Check your emails for upcoming events.
Please check Linda Kenny’s report for her initiative to keep members connected.

Head Office continues to cancel all person-to-person events, as a precaution to keep all of our
members safe.
As more vaccines become available, hopefully, by late summer we may be able to start getting
together with family and friends.
In closing, I ask that you check on friends and family who may be confined to their living quarters. A simple call can make such a difference in a person’s life.

Take care, keep well and stay safe.
If you have any questions please feel free to email me at d39peelpresident@gmail.com
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Goodwill and
Member Assistance
Committee

Membership
Committee

REPORT

REPORT

By Linda Kenny

By Ed Bergey

The work of the Goodwill Committee has been
able to continue with only minor interruptions
during the pandemic. Some of the February
birthday cards were a little late being sent out
due to a shortage of appropriate cards. My
apologies to those recipients who received their
cards part way through the month.
In December, we sent out 2 sympathy cards.
My sincere thanks to Donna Teskey for sending
out the December birthday cards. In January,
we sent out 5 sympathy cards and 21 birthday
cards. February was a busy month. We sent 9
sympathy cards. This number is much larger
than usual. We also had 29 birthday cards to
send. The recipients ranged in age from 80 to
101.

If you know of a member who is ill or shut in
and would enjoy a card or a telephone call
please let me know. I can be reached at (289)
296-7148 or hennesseykenny@gmail.com
Stay well and warm. Spring is on the way.

Our membership count is comprised of two
groups: Retired members and Active at Work
members.
D39 Peel membership as of Feb 28, 2021:
Retired Members Total 3,985: Females:
2,880 Males: 1,105 Working Members: 125
Total Membership, Retired + Working: 4110
Keep connected with RTOERO! Thanks to all
who have forwarded their new emails to us. All
changes to member information need to be reported directly to the National Office of RTOERO. We update our D39 email files at the beginning of each month based on data received
from the National Office so there is a delay between the time you submit changes and D39
has them.
Members must contact the Office as follows:
Phone Toll Free:1-800-361-9888 Ask for
Membership Department.
Email membership@rto-ero.org
Be sure you have your RTOERO Membership
number included in your call or email. You can
find it on your Health Card.

Coming Soon to a Computer Near You
Thanks to District 39 member, Hannah Caraci, for suggesting that we might want to institute a
virtual book club as one way of keeping connected during the pandemic. Thanks also to Steve
Kraguljac for agreeing to facilitate our meetings through the RTOERO Zoom account. Our
first meeting will be at 1:00 PM on May 13, 2021. Our first selection will be Michelle
Obama's Becoming. We hope to read a variety of fiction and non-fiction. Suggestions for titles are welcome. If you would like to participate please let me know at hennesseykenny@gmail.com. Hope to see you on Zoom.
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District 39 Peel New Members
as of
February 28, 2021
Patricia Adams
Elizabeth Allen
Carolyn Allsebrook
Penny Austin
Rita Barbier-Bauman
Caterima Bova
Sharon Caldwell
Cynthia Chataway
Cecilia Chin
Barbara Ann Cohen
Jennifer Condlln
Mary Davis
Theresa De Rango
Gerry Descoteaux
Veronica Edey
Kimberly Elliott-Lane
Denise Ferguson
Lucy Furtado
Richard Hewett
Nancy Howell
Maureen Hudes
Natalie Kozak
Linda Larwill

Shelley Le Sarge
Frank Lee-Poy
Gladys Lodhar
Esther Macclure
Heather Marlborough
Janet Marshall
Hazel Mason
Anne McCann
Nancy McEvoy
Allan McGregor
Barbara McNinch
Carolyn Medeiros
Martin Merker
Nancy Morrison
Jyll Norris
Robert Parkins
Christine Parr
Greg Pickering
Phyllis Pinney
Gregory Purmal
Drazen Rak
Gail Ramoska
Victor Reigel

Ann Remtulla
Michele Reynolds
Rosamaria Ricchezza
Nancy Rogers
Hannelore Santelli
Patricia Seiler
Andrea Shannon
Heidi Shaw
Heather Somerville
Karen St Hill-Taylor
Ausilia Stewart
Teresa Tanner
Susan Taylor
Carolyn Trenton
Judy Williams

Transfers
In
Maria D'Paiva

From: City of Toronto

Out
Donald Price
David Tomlinson
Lynette Wright

To: Northumberland
To: Halton
To: Hamilton-Wentworth & Haldimand
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In Memoriam

As of February 28, 2021

Jon Austin
Rose Marie Beatty
Margaret Beekman
Linda Castelino
Tamara Clutterbuck
Eva Cook
Barbara Copp
Paul Davis
Jagan Dhawan
Evelyn Duncan
Joan Gulline
Patricia Hinds
Nancy Jones
Raj Pal Kanga
Linda Lang
Frank Lodhar
Anne Macinnes
Alfred Macpherson
Carol Mc Murray
Monica McCarron

Thomas Newcomb
Joyce Parkins
Carol Peckett
Joan Phillips
Victor Pinney
Michael Pipa
Judith Pynisky
William Quance
Judith M Reigel
Katherine Rice
Russell Seiler
Sally Sloan
William Smith
Augusta Viola
Phyllis Walker
Hugh Welbourn
Frances Wilson
Dianne Wise
Mara Zirnis
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Political Advocacy
Committee
REPORT
By Jeremy Cox

The Political Advocacy Committee continues to
be active during the Pandemic by attending all
the Regional PAC webinar meetings that have
taken place as of February 02, 2021. There will
be three more regional meetings being held.
They are scheduled for the following dates:
February 10, 2021 which I have attended;
March 17, which will be attended by Mona and
Alison; as well as one on April 29, 2021. They
all start at 1:00 pm and go to 2:15 pm.
I am very thankful for the two members of my
committee who have stepped up to the plate and
have been very active members of the committee, during this pandemic year.
On February 2, 2021 the following was discussed: Advocacy at the Local Level
Area of focus for each District
Spreading the message of the RTOERO advocacy issues within the communities
Local Advocacy Strategies and Initiatives
On February 10, 2021 the following was discussed: Rights of Older Persons: Support,
Ratify, Demand Now
During this session, panelists discussed the importance of supporting the United Nations Convention of the Right of Older Persons while exploring national standards for long-term care
facilities.

Upcoming Regional Meetings
March 17, 2021
Speakers will explore the aging continuum and
the infrastructure needed to support Canadians
as they age and confront health and other challenges. Panelists may include: • Anita Plunkett,
R.P.N. Cert. Ad.Ed • Grace Welch, Volunteer
Champlain Region Family Council (CRFCN,
Member Ottawa Council on Aging (COA)
(1PM ET)
Our Earth, Our Responsibillity: Take Action
April 29, 2021 1:00 – 2:15 pm
Taking care of the environment is our responsibility. Webinar panelists will illustrate how to
coordinate activities, accomplish goals and take
action-oriented steps to help protect the planet.

Heidi Kaszuba, New Beginnings
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Social Committee

REPORT
By
Janice Laframboise and Catherine Hough
Exciting things are happening again in District
39 Peel after almost a year of social distancing
due to the pandemic. It was a welcome relief to
finally be able to resume activities successfully
online. In honour of Black History Month,
our first virtual special event was offered on
Feb 11th. Matthew Wilkinson, a Historian
with Heritage Mississauga, captured our attention for over two hours with his very enlightening focus on A Forgotten Past: Blacks in
Early Peel Region. The response was extremely positive as indicated by the enthusiastic questions and comments following his live presentation.
Shortly after, a virtual concert performed by
singer songwriter duo Sue and Dwight took
place on February 14th. Their appearance at a
previous AGM prompted a renewed interest in
listening to their music of the 1960's with its
theme of peace, love and social justice – a
theme which remains so relevant today. It also
was very successful with over fifty people
watching and probably singing along at home!
The YouTube presentation, available after the
initial presentation provided 200+ new views
for members.

Future specials will continue to be online. On
Tuesday, March 9th, David Cook recounted the
surprising history of the Avro Arrow. Then,
the very talented, popular and highly recommended Robert Reed will entertain us when
he plays and sings a variety of songs. He will
also try to accept requests during his show
scheduled for Wednesday, March 17th. Selina
Woldemichael addresses Recycling in Peel on
Thursday April; 8th. Education critic for the
Globe and Mail, Caroline Alphonso, will discuss her February 17th article about the mental
health of students during the pandemic. Remember to read it beforehand at the provided
link located on May 13 of the Activities page.
Her presentation has been reserved for Thursday May 13th.
District 39 Peel is delighted to announce the debut of a new activity! Please plan to join a
monthly online book club launched by Linda
Kenny (our Goodwill Chair) with start date and
times to be determined soon (see page 3 for
Book Club information). Always check our
website for more detailed information concerning social events.

Malcom Hamilton, Back Road in Grey County
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INSPIRATIONAL PICTURES
RTOERO District 39 Peel is working to make members’ days a little brighter and cheerier
by including photographs in the newsletter, Facebook page, and website which portray a
sense of peace, beauty, and inspiration to the viewer. These photos would include such
things as sunsets, sunrises, landscapes, gardens, and the countryside.
Thank you to all of you who submitted images. We are pleased to be able to post a few of
the photographs in this issue of Peelings.

Donna Kulchyk, Yoho National Park B.C.

Sharon Caldwell, Ducks, Manotick, Rideau River

Anna Cerrone, Winter Wonderland
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Heidi Kaszuba, Meadowvale Conservation

Douglas Musselman, Backyard Flowers

Jeremy Cox, Manitoulin Sunset

Larry Holseth, Byng Island

Sandra Green, Killarny Provincial Park
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Dreams of
Traveling Again

Sherry Hughes, Cappadocia, Turkey

Keith Knapp, Baobob Tree, Tanzania

Alex Tucciarone, Bartolome Island, Galapagos
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Winter’s Past to a
Summer’s Future

Donna Rakavina, Social Distancing Chairs, Mississauga

Marilyn Hibbins, Summer on the Magnetawan River
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Teaching in Whale Cove in the '70’s'
By: Araceli Arias
How often do you meet someone who lived and
taught in Northern Canada? I'm talking of
Whale Cove, Northwest Territories, now a part
of Nunavut, Kingfisher Lake in Northern Ontario and Southend, Saskatchewan.
I didn't go there for an adventure of a lifetime.
I needed a job.
I lived and taught in Northern Canada for a total of five years in the late seventies and early
eighties. I was in Whale Cove for a year – 1
year in Kingfisher Lake and 3 years in Southend.
This article is about teaching in Whale Cove in
the late '70's. To me, Whale Cove is the most
interesting and most challenging place to live.
I thought that my unique experiences would
capture your curiosity and interest.
After teaching in North York for several years, I
lost my job because of declining enrolment.
My future was grim because all the boards of
education in Ontario were not hiring teachers. I
was determined to get a job so I diligently
picked up the Globe and Mail every day. Before the end of the school year, I found the ad
about teaching in the Northwest Territories.
Believe it or not, I was hired. I was assigned in
Whale Cove.
The Hamlet of Whale Cove is located on the
west coast of Hudson Bay, about 80 kilometres
from Rankin Inlet. It is named for the abundance of beluga whales that congregate in nearby waters every fall. It is surrounded by low
hills and rocky terrain. From a distance the arctic tundra looks devoid of life. Up close, however, it abounds with miniature plants. From
the plane, I saw prefabricated houses that
looked more like fishing cabins. All the houses
were clustered in one area. There were no
fences, roads, sidewalks, grass or trees.

In 1978, there were only 250 people in Whale
Cove and they all spoke Inuktitut, the Inuit language. English was their second language. The
Inuits had 2 names, their Inuk name and their
English name. Their last names revealed that
the people in Whale Cove were all related.
Everyone knew everyone else.
Life in Whale Cove in 1978 was close to being
primitive, with the absence of life's conveniences like: telephones, televisions, running water,
sewers and flushing toilets. Water was delivered by a water truck, 3 times a week. A big
generator provided electricity for light, cooking
and heating. It is a unique place with very
harsh conditions, but for the people in Whale
Cove, they wouldn't have it any other way.
When I arrived in Whale Cove, I was met by a
bunch of Inuit children, all excited to meet me,
their new teacher. They all talked to me in
Inuktitut because they thought that I was Inuit.
They were even more amazed when I said,
"Ainngai" meaning, "Hello" in Inuktitut.
It was summer when I arrived in Whale Cove
so the days were long. Sunrise was at 3:00 a.m.
and sunset was at 11:00 p.m. and the sun did
not fully set. I was caught in the trap of messing up day and night. I had difficulty falling
asleep and the noise of the children playing outside at 2:00 in the morning, kept me awake.
During the summer months the tundra is also
plagued with huge mosquitoes and other biting
insects and I limited my outdoor activities.
I spent my first two weeks before school started
in August, exploring Whale Cove. I visited a
lot of people and they educated me about their
way of life, customs and traditions. What
amazed me the most was their ingenious ways
to survive in one of the harshest environments
on Earth.
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The abundance of marine and wildlife had enabled the people to enjoy a traditional diet of
seal, beluga whale, caribou, and arctic char.
They supported themselves by hunting, fishing
and trapping. Stone carving, beading, printmaking and sewing traditional Inuit clothes provided an important supplementary source of income for some people.
I went to the nursing station to meet the nurse.
Carol impressed me with her knowledge in
medicine. She provided health care and looked
after the people’s wellbeing. She diagnosed,
gave medications and was an expert in children's diseases. The cases that she wasn't able
to handle were sent by plane to a hospital in
Winnipeg.
The most visited place in the community was
the Hudson's Bay General Store, the only store
in Whale Cove. Everything in the store was expensive, especially fresh produce because they
were all transported from the south. I was glad
that I took the advice of the principal who
called me before I left Ontario. Don told me to
buy nonperishable foods (powdered milk, powdered eggs, frozen fruits and vegetables and
canned foods) in Winnipeg and send everything
by the barge that routinely traveled to Whale
Cove by the end of July. I had an abundance of
food because I ate country food (caribou, seal,
arctic char, etc.) given to me by my Inuit
friends.
Two weeks went by quickly. I was excited to
start working. My first day, however, was a
disaster because I was late for work. My electric clock did not wake me up. What I didn't
know was that the generator was turned off for
an hour every night, for servicing.
I taught kindergarten, and a combined grade,
one and two. The split 1/2 were in one room
and the kindergarten children were in another
room. I had a teaching assistant who spoke
Inuktitut and English. Whale Cove had a
school that went up to grade 9. All the 3 teachers were assigned multigrade classes. I had kindergarten and 1/2, Catherine had 3, 4 and 5 and

Don, who was the teacher/principal, taught
grades 6, 7, 8, and 9. An unlicensed Inuit
teacher looked after the preschoolers, with my
help.
There were many things that made teaching in
Whale Cove interesting, difficult and challenging. All the children in my class only spoke
Inuktitut. They have never left the north so
there was no point talking about zoo animals,
tall buildings, cars or traffic lights because they
had never seen one. They were, however,
amazed whenever I showed them pictures of
Ontario.
The value of cultural knowledge and practice of
the traditional way were important to the people
in Whale Cove. A cultural teacher taught all the
grades. The children were taught printmaking,
beading, soapstone carving, making bannock
(Inuit bread), building an igloo, sewing clothes
using animal fur and skin, etc. Twice a week an
elder came to my room to talk about the Inuit
culture and told traditional stories to the children.
I took my students for walks around the community twice a week when school started in August, to take advantage of the beautiful weather.
We went to pick berries and watched demonstrations of how to skin animals using the ulu
(Inuit knife). That was the time when I had a
taste of blubber (seal fat). During our walks,
we passed by small cages. I noticed that every
household was assigned a cage. I had one too.
My assistant explained to me that those cages
served as freezers in the winter. Visiting grave
sites was the most interesting part of our community field trips. There were lots of crosses
everywhere. Permafrost makes it impossible to
dig the ground so the coffins were covered with
stones. When I looked closer, I saw bones in
between the stones that had crumbled.
The short summer was coming to an end and
the days were getting shorter. The cold weather
came earlier than I thought and around October
the ground was all covered with snow.

March 2021 Peelings

13

It was also time to write report cards. The beginning of November was our first parent/
teacher interview. I had the biggest surprise
when Don told me that I would visit the children in their homes, instead of the parents coming to the school.
Inuglak School played a big part in organizing
the social activities in Whale Cove. Don's students demonstrated leadership in putting together the dances and various games and contests
on Saturday nights. Friday night was movie
nights for the younger children. Floor hockey
was popular to the ladies on Saturday afternoons. Bingo was always well attended by the
older people on Sunday afternoons. The Community Centre was the main location for most
of the activities. I learned to do jigging, throat
singing and I played floor hockey.
December came very fast. I was busy and at
that time I had already adjusted to my life in
Whale Cove. Longer nights came gradually
and I had time to adapt to the darkness. Starting around the middle of November it was persistently dark until the end of January, when
you do not see the sun at all. Darkness lasted
until the end of February.
Northern Canada is known for its harsh winters.
From December to March the average temperature in Whale Cove was -20 degrees Celsius
and occasionally went down to -50. The Inuits
wore traditional Inuit outdoor clothing and footwear which were made from animal skins and
fur. Large thick coats with big hoods called
parkas were worn as an outer layer.
Life was harder in the winter months for the Inuit people but they were still able to find food.
The men went seal hunting and ice fishing. The
women spent their time sewing clothes for their
families and making crafts to sell in the small
craft store.
The 24 hour darkness without seeing the sun
can be depressing but there is something spectacular about the north. Northern lights are especially dramatic in the winter. While sitting in
my living room I often stayed up late on weekends watching the northern lights. It was amaz-

ingly beautiful and was out of this world!
During the long dark days, there was something
else that I have looked forward to after school.
I listened to beautiful country music. There
was a local radio station in Whale Cove that
was totally managed by the students. The children took turns making announcements. I didn't understand Inuktitut but I enjoyed listening
to the country music. The students knew all my
favourite songs and I often heard my name
when songs were dedicated to me. Every Saturday night between 7:00 to 9:00, I had a special
assignment. I was the radio announcer.
People who have never lived in the north will
think of social isolation as a big issue. The people of Whale Cove welcomed me with open
arms. There was never a day that went by when
I didn't have a visitor. If I wasn't busy with
schoolwork and community activities, I was out
visiting people in the community or snowmobiling with the ladies.
There was an open door policy in Whale Cove.
Doors were left open all day, not only for people who will come to visit but for safety reasons. Polar bears often wander in the community and anybody should be able to seek protection when their life is in danger. Every child
was made aware of the polar bear safety rules.
One of those rules was to go inside when the
dogs bark in unison. That meant a polar bear
had entered the community. I always had this
rule in mind when I went for walks.
There are many dangers that the Inuits face every day living in the north. The people in the
north travel by snowmobile or dog sled along
Hudson Bay or smaller lakes and drowning in
open waters happened quite often.
One of my students drowned with her father
that year when I was in Whale Cove. Their
bodies were never found. It was a very sad
time for my class, especially to the people in
Whale Cove.
A week after Martha and her father drowned,
Catherine, Don and myself snowmobiled to
Rankin Inlet in April for a teacher conference.
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We went along Hudson’s Bay because that was the quickest way to get to Rankin Inlet. In the
north there are no roads. The only guide was the snowmobile tracks and stones that were placed
there by people who have taken that route. The tracks, however, disappear when the wind blows.
One can easily get lost in the middle of nowhere and freeze to death, so safety measures were put
in place, when people are travelling. It took us two and a half hours to get to Rankin Inlet. I will
never forget that long snowmobile trip to Rankin Inlet, which to me was exciting and scary.
When we got back to Whale Cove it was time to get ready for the big Whale Cove spring festival.
It was a two day celebration. There were snowmobile and dog sled races, bannock making, igloo
making and all kinds of outdoor activities. At night there was dancing, throat singing and a fashion
show featuring the women's traditional costume, amauti. I practiced for a whole week and I participated in the dog sled racing. It was an experience of a lifetime!
Whenever I speak about my teaching background, I always mention that I taught in Whale Cove. I
tell stories about the extraordinary Inuit people who live extraordinary lives.
Whale Cove will always be a very special place for me.
ease take note of the day changes for some of the

Activities
March to May 2021
Date

Activity

Tuesday, March 9

AM Special David Cook – Avro Arrow: it's historySocial, Economical and Technological Aspects
10 am Zoom Video Conference

Wednesday, March 17

AM Special Robert Reed – talented pianist and singer
performs a wide variety of songs
10 am Zoom Video Conference
For a preview, please click the link below:
https://youtu.be/inj2h-z_KHo

Thursday, April 8

AM Special Selina Woldemichael – Recycling in
Peel: the good and bad issues of what is happening
10 am Zoom Video Conference

Thursday, May 13

AM Special Caroline Alphonso -Education Critic for
the Globe and Mail discusses mental health of students
during pandemic
10 am Zoom Video Conference
Please read the article beforehand at the link below:
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-thecovid-19-grading-curve-schools-rethink-expectationsfor-students/
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Benefits
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