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From the President 

Steve Kraguljac 

President’s Message 
 

As summer slowly comes to an end, we 
look forward to the vibrant colours of au-
tumn and enjoying leisurely walks through 
parks and neighbourhoods. 

At this time, Head Office is lifting re-
strictions for in person meetings.  This al-
lows District 39 Peel to begin having activi-
ties in person.  At present District 39 is in 
the process of planning our AGM to be held  
this year on October 19.  Our last AGM  
was held in 2019.  Please refer to the infor-
mation in this newsletter for more infor-
mation and the registration form.  We look 
forward to seeing everyone in person.  
 

Please see John Livingstone’s call for Exec-
utive Position Nominations.  
 

Please continue to check your emails for in-
formation on what is happening in District 
39.  You can find us at:  https://district39.rto
-ero.org/ or on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/
RTOERODistrict39Peel/posts   
 

Please do not hesitate to contact me at: 
d39peelpresident@gmail.com.  Continue to 
visit D39 Facebook and Website for more 
information on what’s happening in Peel. 
 

Butchart Gardens, Vancouver Island  

Photograph by Steve Kraguljac 

https://district39.rto-ero.org/
https://district39.rto-ero.org/
http://www.facebook.com/RTOERODistrict39Peel/posts
http://www.facebook.com/RTOERODistrict39Peel/posts
mailto:d39peelpresident@gmail.com
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2023 RTOERO District 39 Peel Executive Positions 

Elections for the positions of President, First Vice-President and Second Vice-President will take 

place at the Annual General Meeting on Monday, October 17, 2022 at the  

Capitol Banquet Centre.   

The pre A.G.M. nomination deadline is Tuesday, September 20, 2022.  If you wish to receive a        

nomination form contact John Livingstone 

brotherjohn46@hotmail.com 

or 

905-458-8468 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we start into a new ‘normal’ getting back into in-person meetings and activi-

ties, we wanted to re-introduce our membership to your District 39 Peel District 

Executive Board Members.  The editors asked them to answer some questions 

about their lives in Education and retirement. 

 

What follows on the next pages are the mini-biographies of ten of these persons!  
We hope you enjoy their thoughts. 
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Steve Kraguljac 

President 

Retired June 30, 2012 

Teaching was all I wanted to 
do as long as I can remember.  

I have always enjoyed working with children 
both in the classroom, as a coach in the gym, 
or on the field. 

I graduated from McMaster University in 
1977 and from Brock University in 1978. 

My teaching career began working in a pri-
vate school for students with learning disabil-
ities, then moving on to an Independent All 
Girls School and finishing with Peel District 
School Board.  

At the independent school I held the position 
of Department Head, Athletic Director and 
Division Head. 

After retiring I spent the first four months en-
joying my new-found freedom.  I then saw an 
ad for volunteers with RTOERO District 39 

Peel and thought hmm, that sounds interest-
ing.   
 

I quickly became acquainted with a hard- 
working group of fellow retirees dedicated to 
planning activities for D39 members.  I found 
it to be both socially and intellectually stimu-
lating.  During my time with D39 I have had 
the opportunity to be the Co-chair of the 
Health and Benefits Committee, Second Vice
-President and currently the President.  Since 
retiring I have coached with the Mississauga 
Hockey League and the Greater Toronto 
Hockey League as well as volunteering with 
the Mississauga Foodbank and with the Ca-
nadian Open Golf Tournament. 
 

I enjoy playing golf as often as possible.  For 
the past four years I join 60 + of my high 
school friends for a golf day. 

I have enjoyed the freedom to travel with my 
wife to make many special memories.  Now 
many of my days are spent enjoying time 
with my grandchildren which gives me im-
measurable joy and pleasure. 

John Livingstone 

Past President 

Retired December 2010 

I always enjoyed playing school 
as a child and while at university, 
I had the opportunity to take de-
velopmental psychology which 
became an area of interest for me. I also had a 
weekly placement in a Kindergarten class and 
enjoyed working with the students to see how 
they grew and developed. A good friend I met 
while at university, who continues to be a 
good friend after all these years, was apply-
ing to Faculties of Education so I did too and 
fortunately, we were both accepted at the 
University of Toronto. I enjoyed my practice 
teaching locations in different parts of Toron-
to. Some of them were a transit ride of 90 
minutes from where we were living.  After 

graduating, I started teaching. I have taught 
in both rural and urban settings and grades 3 
through 8 as well as core French and Special 
Education.  

 

I am really happy to continue communica-
tions with a number of my former students 
who now have children in school. In fact, I 
have worked in schools where their children 
attend. I went into administration after taking 
the qualifying courses and I have had a varie-
ty of locations and experiences. I have met 
many wonderful people over the course of 
being part of a school staff and I am so happy 
to be in touch with them still to this day.  

 

I retired in December, 2010 and I have been 
fortunate to be able to travel whenever we 
want and for however long we want. I also 
continue to be called to be an acting Principal 
or Vice Principal in a variety of schools in 
Peel DSB even up to the last day of school in 
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June. Each day and each location is a new ex-
perience. 
 

I was asked to seek nomination for the Dis-
trict Executive Board as 2nd Vice President 
and I was fortunate to attain that position. I 
then ran for 1st Vice President and then Presi-
dent where I spent 4 years. I’m currently the 

Past President as well as the Archivist. I have 
met a number of our members as well as 
members from other districts on a variety of 
occasions and I continue to encourage our 
members to consider joining one of our dis-
trict committees or to run for a position on the 
District Executive Board.  

 

Ed Bergey 

Chair of Membership Committee  

Retired July 2001 

Something that stands out in my Educational Career: 

• Teaching in West Africa for 3 years. 

• Being part of the founding staff of Peel Alternative School (PAS)   
originally called IndEC in 1975 and opening IndEC (PAS) North in 
1979. 

• Participating with  OSSTF Peel  in contract negotiations 1988-1990 
as Chief Negotiator. 

Why I volunteered for the District 39 Executive: 
 

• To stay connected with Peel educators and contribute by helping in organizing events. 

Since Retiring: 

• Travelled extensively prior to Covid. 

• Volunteered with RTOERO and several local and international organizations involved with 
humanitarian relief. 

• Downsized from house to condo—great decision.  

Anything Else? 

• RTOERO D39 Peel Members are an extremely talented and diverse group of people. It’s al-
ways great to meet the new retirees. 

 Photographs by 

 Janice Balesic 
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Janice Laframboise 

Co-Chair of Social Committee 

Retired June 2012 

Why I went into Education: 

I hoped to make a difference in the lives of my students while making their 
learning fun. 

Highlights of Career: 

When students returned to visit or when I happen to meet them in the commu-
nity and in some cases am introduced to their children, it is an  affirmation that I have accomplished 
my goal. Teaching has been a very rewarding career. 

Why I Volunteered for the District 39 Executive:  

I volunteered to assume a few duties of former chairs of the Social Committee who stepped down 
and I wanted to be able to continue to connect with other retirees.  

 

Lynn Shire 

Chair of Benefits Committee 

Retired August 2019 

Why I went into Education: 

Three reasons: I like helping people. I get bored easily – teaching is never 
boring.  I like to learn. 

Why I Volunteered for the District 39 Executive:  

I was active with both OSSTF D19 and OPC-Peel.  I like giving back to the educational communi-
ty.  I also enjoy Corporate Governance.  When I grow up, I want to be on RTOERO’s national 
board!  

Since Retiring things I have done, am doing, and want to do: 

• Volunteer – the next big gig is Canada Summer Games in the Niagara region.  I also volunteer 
at the Velodrome for National and International competitions. 

• Travel – Even during lock down, you could see me out for long COVID drives, enjoying the 
scenery.  That was when gas was less than $1/L.   

• Family – I have three adult daughters who are three of the most amazing human beings.  I enjoy 
spending time with them and hearing about their adventures “adulting”. 
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Racquel Carlow  

Webmaster      

Retired June 2015 

Educational Career: 

• 36 years as a secondary school science teacher, 26 years with Dufferin 
Peel CDSS 

• Taught mostly Physics in the last 15 years of my career 

• Past-president of the Science Teachers’ Association of Ontario (STAO) 

• Participated in curriculum writing teams both for the Ministry of Education and for STAO 

• Team leader for many  STAO projects  

Why I Volunteered for the District 39 Executive:  

• To meet new people in the retired community of teachers  

• There are many health benefits of volunteering so perhaps selfish motives. 

• There was a need and I felt I had sufficient techie know-how to be of assistance  

Since Retiring things I have done, am doing, and want to do: 

• A lot more  travelling (except during the pandemic) 

Jeremy Cox 

Second Vice President 

Retired 2015 

Why I went into educa-
tion: 
I got into education by ac-
cident. I was in transporta-
tion for many years after 
arriving in Canada in 

1975. One day in 1984 a letter came home from 
the School Board looking for supply teachers. I 
asked my wife if I should apply and she said 
yes, you like to talk. At the time I was working 
on a degree from the University of Waterloo. I 
got a supply job, and on the first day I taught a 
kindergarten class, and the teacher assistant 
asked me how long I was doing this, and she 
said I did a great job with the children. It was 
on that day I decided to become a teacher.  
 

 
I finished my University at the  University of 
Waterloo, applied to York University, got in 
the first time.  I had to pay my house off, before 
I could be off for a year. I declined that offer.  
However a year later, I applied again and got it.  
 

I taught for 14 years with the Dufferin Peel 
Catholic District School Board teaching grades 
3 to 7.  I decided that I wanted to move up on 
the grid so I took my Masters Degree, from 
Mount St. Vincent University.  After complet-
ing my Masters, I thought I should pursue my 
Principal’s courses, just in case I wanted to go 
that route. However, I took a different path, and 
went to the Union side instead, which was a 
better fit.  
 

I retired from the Board in 2015, with two 
awards from my OECTA family.  I sat on the 
Provincial Executive in 2012 as a councillor. 

(continued next page)   
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Why I volunteered to the district executive,  
things I have done and would like to do: 
 
 

I volunteered for the position on the District 
Executive. I was approached by Roger Martin 
who was a past member of the Executive. He 
had coffee with me and encouraged me to join. 
It was a personal touch, and it got me interest-
ed in joining the executive. He explained his 
role on the Executive, so I knew what I was 
getting into when I joined. Unfortunately, the 

last three years of Covid, has not given me the 
opportunity to do as much on the Executive, 
due to virtual meetings and many of our pro-
jects were cancelled. Hopefully, that will 
change as we move forward with our AGM 
this year. 
I think working on this Executive has given 
me a new perspective on how RTOERO man-
ages its Districts.  

 

Sue Cooper –Twiss 

Secretary     

Retired July 2010 

I was told from grade 6 
onwards that I should be 

a Phys Ed teacher.  My response (in my head) 
was always - never.  My first major job in the 
business world was as a secretary in a person-
nel company.  I learned very quickly that this 
wasn’t for me and after a year I applied for a 
job teaching secondary girls’ Phys Ed and Eng-
lish.  After my first three years I knew I was in 
the correct profession and after 43 years of 
teaching everything from English, Phys Ed, 
Kinesiology, Drama, Co-op, and Guidance, 
and coaching basketball, field hockey, track 
and field, badminton, and gymnastics, I retired.  
Teaching for me was challenging, creative, in-
tellectually stimulating but mostly fulfilling.   

 

 

 

Memorable Moments: 

I learned so much from my students and my 
department was family to me.  There were so 
many moments, but one of the most memora-
ble was to return to a 75th reunion of BCIVS 
and have former students waiting to see me 
and tell me where their lives were now – as 
parents, as adults, as people.  For them, as for 
me, memories were full of laughter, successes, 
failures, some sorrow, but mostly joy. 

Why I volunteered for District 39 Executive: 

I joined the executive of District 39 after retir-
ing because I wanted to maintain my connec-
tions with the educational community.  New 
friendships and interesting tasks have kept me 
busy over the years. 

Since Retiring:  

I have been involved in a number of activities 
which fulfill my creative, travel lust, and cul-
tural spheres of my life.   
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Janice Balesic 

First Vice-President 

Retired July 2010 

My teaching career 
has been a very im-
portant part of my 
life. I had the best 

teaching package in Peel - having the oppor-
tunity to teach Visual Arts to grade 6, 7, and 8 
students.  It was a pleasure to work with and to 
help encourage their creativity. The students 
never ceased to amaze me with their resource-
fulness and imaginations.   

During my teaching career, I was also a volun-
teer for the Peel Elementary Teachers Local - 
first as a delegate for the Provincial Annual 
Meeting and then holding the positions of 
Chair for the Status of Women Committees 
both Locally and Provincially. 

For the last three years before I retired, I was 
the Secretary-Treasurer for the Peel Local. I 
retired in 2010. 

Why I volunteered for District 39 Executive: 

After I retired, I wanted to stay active in an 
Educational Organization.  I was encouraged 
to become a member of District 39 first sitting 
on the Political Advocacy Committee and then 
as an Executive member on the Board and I 
haven’t looked back.  

Some may anticipate that their exit from the 
workforce will result in a loss of meaningful 
work-based activities and social interactions. 
That has certainly not been my experience. It 
has been an honor and a privilege to be a 
member of Peel District 39 working with and 
meeting so many amazing people within the 
RTOERO Organization. 

The opportunity to be an active member in the 
organization has certainly been a positive and 
rewarding experience. 

Since Retiring:  

As a hobby, photography is my passion. It has  

 

offered me the opportunity to travel with other 
photographers.  I have in the past photo-
graphed grizzly bears in Central B.C. and po-
lar bears in Churchill Manitoba. I’ve travelled 
to Morocco, Italy, Costa Rica, B.C, California 
and many different parts of Ontario on photo 
shoots.  

To keep busy during Covid and to improve my 
photographic skills, I had the opportunity to 
run a virtual creative photography course, 
along with one of my photography friends, for 
the Toronto Digital Photography Club. Again, 
I am amazed at the creativity of the photogra-
phers in the group. We all learned so much 
from each other. 

I also joined a group of photographers explor-
ing macro and close-up photography.  Again, 
the meetings were virtual, but I learned a 
whole new set of skills that has opened a 
whole new realm of opportunities.  

Now, with in-person activities being orga-
nized, I am meeting with other photographers 
for photoshoots and taking with me my new 
learned skills.  

There are so many places to visit in Ontario 
and I plan on seeing and photographing as 
many places as I can over the summer months. 

All in all, I can only say that retirement has 
been a busy time in my life. I’m looking for-
ward to more opportunities with District 39 
and more photographic adventures in the fu-
ture. 

Photograph by Janice Balesic 
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For several years I worked in an inner city 
school. We had many children who had come 
to Canada as refugees. Some of these children 
had witnessed horrific events in their home 
countries. It was very rewarding to work with 
these children. We helped them feel safe and 
secure, taught them English and helped them 
integrate into the community 
 
Why I volunteered - Before I retired I made up 
my mind that I would stay active and busy in 
retirement..  RTOERO offered one such oppor-
tunity. I have enjoyed being on the Executive 
for many years. 
 
Since Retiring - We moved to St. David in 
2016. The new house and garden has been an 
ongoing project ever since. Part of staying ac-

tive involves my personal trainer. He comes  to 
the house three times a week to workout with 
me.  
 
Prior to Covid I was volunteering in a school. I 
helped with the breakfast programme and 
worked with grade 1 and 2 students. I hope to 
be back there in September. I am a member of 
the St. David's Lions Club. I help out preparing 
meal kits for food banks, selling Christmas 
trees, and working at the July Carnival.  
 
Among other things, I have been trained to de-
liver the Lion's Quest programme to teachers. I 
am also a member of the Mississauga RWTO 
where I am on the Executive and participate in 
many interest groups.   
 
I have joined the Niagara University Women's 
Club.  I work in the garden and enjoy it im-
mensely even though the weeds usually win.  
 
We see a lot of theatre and being so close to the 
Shaw Festival is wonderful. We also attend a 
couple of regional theatres. In general, I keep 
busy and active and that makes retirement a 
lovely experience. 

Linda Kenny 

Chair of Goodwill 

Committee 

Retired December 

2005 

 
 

In order for our members to receive timely information, every month our 

President sends out an email to our membership announcing what is upcom-

ing in RTOERO and District 39; what is new in policies, practices and pro-

cedures; dates and times of D39 activities and events; and any other perti-

nent information for the month. 

As well event announcements, times, dates and registration information are 

sent by email to members. 

For you to receive this information we need your email address, OR you can 

go to the RTOERO District 39 website https://district39.rto-ero.org/ to keep 

up to date. 

https://district39.rto-ero.org/
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District 39 Peel New Members  

as  of  

July 1 2022 

 

Lorraine Adams 

Alexandra Aldunate 

Kathryn Bray 

Beth Campbell 

Peter Cochrane 

Valerie Cunningham 

Floyd Darin 

Ellen Donnerberg 

Kiersten Drynan 

Fiona Fletcher Muir 

Rhonda Fox 

Susan Johnston 

Annesia Khan 

Ruth Koehler 

Bayani Lagac 

Marie-Josee Landry 

Jody Malone 

Marie-France Matteau 

 

Diane McWilliams 

Alexander Moy 

Patricia Noble 

Suzana Rodrigues 

Julie Sauve 

James Todd 

Johnna Varriano 

Sharon Wasag 

Max Williams 

Silvia Zannella 

 

Transfers Out 

Yvonne Castello to Lambton 
Marceline Liptak to Prescott - Russell 
Philip Nicoletti to Actively Employed 
Paul Sinclair to the City of Toronto 

  

Kathleen Crescenzi-Eatherley 

Shirley Haslam 

 

Gordon Lessard 

Barbara Todd 

In Memoriam  
As of  July 1, 2022  
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JO ANNE’S 

JAUNTS 

Resumed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As you know, any day 
trips in the past two years 
have been severely cur-

tailed.  Thus, I thought I would share with you 
an experience I had in late June to the NIAGA-
RA REGION.  My university year celebrated 
our 55th reunion from our graduation in 1967. 
We spent 3 days getting reacquainted, touring 
the area, eating some fine food and drinking 
some good wine.  At that time masks were op-
tional but we were all careful on buses and at 
inside events.  
 
A first stop was in Grimsby to see the PAINT-
ED LADIES, brightly 
coloured homes along 
the lake with lovely 
gardens.  A deviation 
from the QEW to the 
old Hwy #8 , now  
#81, will take you past 
the historic  NELLES 
HOME,  past many 
vineyards to a wonder-
ful garden centre, THE 
WATERING CAN.  
Just viewing the plants 
and displays is a pleas-
ure but you can also enjoy a decadent dessert 
or afternoon tea.  
 
Stop in the VILLAGE OF JORDAN to do 
some shopping, have lunch at ON THE 
TWENTY and visit their new MUSEUM and 
CULTURAL CENTRE.  On the road back to 
the QEW, you might stop at the UPPER CAN-
ADA CHEESE FACTORY and then proceed 
on to the WELLAND CANAL area. Here you 
will find walking and biking trails as well as 
the large ST. Catharine’s MUSEUM AND CA-

NAL centre.  Not far away is the WHITE 
OAKS RESORT & SPA where we stayed for 
our reunion.  It has recently been updated and 
has a wonderful staff and lots of facilities & 
services to enjoy.  
 
As you travel to NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE, 
country roads will take you past the many 
VINEYARDS of the region, most with tasting 
and restaurants to explore.  You will pass 
through the small town of VIRGIL, again with 
shops, bakeries and restaurants before reaching 
the town famous for its theatre events and 
shopping. This trip we tried THE EPICURIAN 
for a good lunch outside under a huge tree. If 
time permits, check out the MUSEUM and 
take the very informative WALKING TOUR of 
the town and its history of the battle of 1812.  
 
Continue your tour along the scenic NIAGA-
RA RIVER PARKWAY passing many fruit 
stands and lovely homes, to the town of 
QUEENSTON.  Here you can visit the 
RIVERBRINK ART GALLERY which offers 
walking tours of the town.  Also open with ex-
cellent tours are the LAURA SECORD 
HOUSE and the MACKENZIE PRINTERY.  
In the park surrounding the BROCK MONU-
MENT is the QUEENSTON HEIGHTS RES-
TAURANT with a lovely view of the river and 
good food.   
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Also in this area are the BOTANICAL GAR-
DENS and the BUTTERFLY MUSEUM, both 
run by the NIAGARA PARKS organization.  
Check out their website for lots on information 
on the area.  
 
Finally a drive up to NIAGARA FALLS will 
give you the opportunity to visit the newly 
opened POWER PLANT MUSEUM  housed 
in a historical building – a bit technical but 
well explained by the guides. Nearby are the 
Niagara GREENHOUSES and, of course THE 
FALLS  and the CASINOS.   
 
I hope you have enjoyed this short write-up of 
a trip to the region and perhaps will find time 

to take in some of the sights we might have 
forgotten about over the past couple of years.  
 
  
 

 

 

 

RTOERO Scholarship Program 

RTOERO believes in the power of our community to secure a better future, and we are committed 
to helping secure better futures for students, for each other, and for seniors in Canada. One of the 
ways we work towards achieving this goal is through our post-secondary scholarship program, es-
tablished with reference to our strategic goal: To improve the lives of members and seniors. 

This year, RTOERO is awarding 20 scholarships valued at $3000 each to post-secondary (college 
or university) students enrolled in programs that lead to a career either in education, environmental 
stewardship or seniors health and wellbeing. 

RTOERO members are encouraged to recommend students in their lives, including family mem-
bers, who meet the criteria. 

Over the past 16 years, RTOERO has awarded scholarships totaling over $500,000. This year, we 

are pleased to announce that District 39 Peel has two scholarship recipients. 

All Photographs by Jo Anne Jennings 
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Hello RTO District 39 Peel, 

  

My name is Lauren Taylor and I am a 21- year-
old student from Oakville, Ontario. When not in 
school, I play in a women’s soccer league, and 
love spending time with friends and family. I am 
passionate about the outdoors, and my fondest 
memories are from visiting my family’s cottage 
up north.  

I have recently completed my fourth year 
of Brock University’s well established concur-
rent education program. I lived in St. Catharines 
for four years, and have since returned home to 
Oakville to complete my final two years of the 
program at their Hamilton Campus. My pro-
gram specializes in primary and junior educa-
tion, allowing me to teach students from Kindergarten to grade six. I have always loved work-
ing with children, and have an innate passion for helping and serving others. My favourite job 
I’ve ever had was at a soccer camp where I had the opportunity to coach young children and 
share my passion for the sport.  

In the last year, I finally returned to in-person learning, rather than exclusively online 
content. It was thrilling to be back on campus, reunite with friends, and have the opportunity to 
engage in hands-on learning. While completing my fourth year of university, I also taught 
dance lessons through Zoom to students at Oakwood Academy, an individual education school 
in Mississauga. Working as a dance teacher through Zoom was an amazing and unique experi-
ence that not only strengthened my abilities as a future teacher, but also gave me quite the 
workout!  

I will be graduating in April of 2024, and I would love to work in either the Halton or 
Peel District School Board. Ideally, I would like to teach children in grades 3, 4, and 5. In my 
next two years of school, I will have placements in different classrooms, whilst completing var-
ious credits to complete my degree. When considering the financial cost of this program, I can-
not express how grateful I am to have received this $3000 scholarship. This money will go di-
rectly towards my education and paying for transportation to and from school. I currently have 
two jobs, so receiving this scholarship helped take away the stress of paying for tuition. As a 
result of this scholarship, I am beyond excited to go back to school in September and complete 
my final steps towards becoming an educator, a job I’ve dreamed of since being a child myself. 

  

Thank you,  

Lauren Taylor 
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Nathan Hicks is a 32 year old social worker 

graduating from his Master of Social 

Work (MSW) in August 2022.  He has been 

attending Campbellsville University, based in 

Kentucky, which offers a 9 month online 

MSW program.  While the past year has been 

academically rigorous, Nathan has gained the 

necessary knowledge to assist him in his fu-

ture practice of psychotherapy.  

At present, he is applying to organizations 

where he may work as a therapist, offering 

clinical sessions to clients with mental health 

disorders.  He hopes to establish his own pri-

vate practice in the future, providing services 

to those who struggled with anxiety, depres-

sion, and post-traumatic stress disorder.  

The scholarship provided by the RTOERO has 

been able to support Nathan through basic 

needs such as rent, food, transportation, and 

access to essential services.  It has alleviated a 

large measure of stress he would 

have experienced without it.  

Contemplation  

Photograph by Janice Balesic 
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Although many productions and a whole season were cancelled due to Covid, I was able to at-
tend nearly all the productions mounted in the 2021 & 2022 seasons.  Most of the 2021 offer-
ings were performed under tents and socially distanced with masks.  However, this did not 
dampen the audience or the actors.   The artistic director, Antoni Cimolino, chose to present 
many MUSICAL CAFÉ-styled performances by the many talented singers in the company.  
Bad weather affected only a few shows.  I had hoped that some of these tents might be retained 
in the 2022 season but this did not happen.  I rather enjoyed the outdoor atmosphere.  
 
At the time of writing, I have only seen a few productions in 2022 but so far, they have been 
wonderful with the highlight being the musical, CHICAGO, with the most creative and athlet-
ic dancing I have ever seen on the small stage of the Festival theatre.  This continues until Oc-
tober, so you might be able to catch it before it closes.  
 
In June, the long awaited opening for the new TOM PATTERSON THEATRE finally arrived.  
The building was completed for a 2020 opening but we all know what happened that season.  
It is a spectacular building set on the river where the old “curling rink” theatre originally was.  
Throughout the years of raising money, selecting an architect and design and then construct-
ing, the festival staff kept the public well informed.   
 
I have seen one production in the main theatre, one lecture in the new hall (these were previ-
ously conducted in the lobbies of the theatres), taken a tour of all levels of the building and 
had a nice lunch in the café overlooking the river.  It is well worth a trip to Stratford to see this 
new venue.  
 
As well as festival events, there is STRATFORD SUMMER MUSIC, which runs through July 
and August with live music on the river barge, in the square and other venues throughout the 
city.  This offers all types of music from choral presentations, live jazz and local and contem-
porary offerings. Look for it in the 2023 season.   
 
Last year we also discovered a new group, HERE FOR NOW, which produces original, short 
one act plays & music.  Last year, we enjoyed these under a tent in the gardens of THE 
BRUCE hotel. This year they are in a very small location in a closed elementary school.  You 
are so close to the actors you could be a participant in the play. 
 
 

 

   
 

 

STRATFORD RE-OPENS 

By Jo Anne Jennings 
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 Finally, if you want to go a bit further afield, try out the local and original productions of the 
BLYTHE THEATRE, an hour’s drive north-west of Stratford.  They recently opened an out-
door theatre with a country look but be sure to take a jacket and blanket for cool summer eve-
nings.  There is a good restaurant, COW BELLS, and a neat clothing shopping store, THE OLD 
MILL, also in the area.   
 
Although our bodies may not be so willing as in the past, let’s keep our minds active and enjoy 
some social times with friends and family.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photograph by Jo Anne Jennings 
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AGMs from 

the past.  

Photographs by Larry 
Holseth 
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